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Resumo: Apesar da regido cacaueira, localizada no sul da Bahia, ser a maior produtora de cacau do Brasil, esta caracteriza-se
por concentrar a sua comercializagdo principalmente na venda de sementes secas, ndo aderindo ao beneficiamento, em larga
escala, do produto em chocolate. Este contexto promoveu, com os baixos precos do produto no mercado internacional e a intro-
dug¢do da doenca vassoura de bruxa, uma crise regional, afetada pela queda na circulagfo de moeda na praca, reducdo de investi-
mentos e desemprego. O objetivo deste trabalho ¢ demonstrar que a regido cacaueira tem potencial para implementar o processo
de beneficiamento e industrializagdo de sementes de cacau para producdo do chocolate e que as empresas chocolateiras podem
ser inseridas no mercado internacional. O procedimento metodologico utilizado foi a pesquisa de carater exploratorio, devido
a escassez de fontes sobre o tema, combinado com a pesquisa bibliografica por meio de revisdo de literatura. Os resultados
apresentadas apontam para melhorias na cadeia produtiva necessarias para o beneficiamento e industrializagdo da semente de
cacau, e a viabilidade técnica e financeira da implantagdo de um pélo chocolateiro na regido cacaueira. O trabalho apresentado,
ainda que preliminar, reforga a importancia de se industrializar o chocolate na regido cacaueiram e a inser¢do dessas empresas
chocolateiras no mercado internacional contribuiria, de forma sustentada, para a participago nas exportacdes brasileiras.
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The business of chocolate as a development tool for the region
south of Bahia

Abstract: The cocoa region located in southern Bahia is the largest producer of cocoa in Brazil, but it is characterized by
focusing its commercialization mainly on the sale of dried seeds, not adhering to the processing of chocolate in large scale. This
context promoted a regional crisis by the lower product prices in international market and the introduction of witches’ broom
disease, affected by the drop in the circulation of currency in the region, reduction of investments and high unemployment rates.
The objective of this paper is to demonstrate that the cocoa region has the potential to implement the process of beneficiation
and industrialization of cocoa seeds for chocolate production and chocolate companies can be inserted in the international
market. The methodological procedure used was the exploratory research, due to shortage of sources on the subject, combined
with the bibliographic research through a literature review. The results presented point to improvements in the productive chain
necessary for the beneficiation and industrialization of the cocoa seeds, and technical and financial feasibility of installing a pole
chocolatier in the cocoa region. The work presented, although preliminary, confirms the need to industrialize the chocolate in
the cocoa region and that the insertion of these chocolate companies in the international market would contribute on a sustained
basis, for their participation in Brazilian exports.
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